We are nine U.S. citizens committed to justice and nonviolence. We recognize the unjust, deadly role our government has played throughout Latin America for decades.

We come to Colombia now to say NO! to an increased U.S. military presence here.  We oppose in particular the recent long-term leasing of seven Colombian military bases to the United States, including this one at Tolemaida.  We recognize that this escalation threatens Colombian sovereignty, militarizes the region, and poses a threat to neighboring countries.

We also come to say YES!  to our many Colombian friends and acquaintances.   We have worked in solidarity with them through ten disastrous years of Plan Colombia.  Their courageous, nonviolent work towards a good life for all Colombians has inspired us.

We strongly agree with them that Colombia’s vast resources should benefit Colombians first – all Colombians – rather than multinational corporations.  And we oppose the continuation of Plan Colombia (by any name), which has intensified political violence, contaminated land, forcibly displaced millions from their homelands, and failed to reduce drug production and trafficking significantly.   

Back home, we nine work with many thousands to close the School of the Americas (SOA) – now called the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation (WHINSEC) – at Fort Benning, Georgia.  We are known as SOA Watch.  Since 1946, more than 65,000 Latin American soldiers have learned repressive counterinsurgency techniques at the SOA/WHINSEC.  More than 12,000 Colombian graduates have brought those lessons home – with deadly, anti-democratic results.

At the fifth Summit of the Americas in 2009, President Barack Obama told Latin American leaders: "The United States will be willing to acknowledge past errors where those errors have been made.”  And he said: “We're also committed to combating inequality and creating prosperity from the bottom up.”  But so far he has failed to recognize the mistake of militarizing Latin American countries – Colombia in particular – against their own people.

We urge our President to withdraw U.S. troops, contractors, military hardware, and military aid from Colombia.  We urge our President to close the SOA/WHINSEC and eliminate the U.S. military presence on Colombian bases.

